Articles of Faith 

For

MIDLAND CHURCH

1.  There is one God.

We believe that there is only one God.  He manifests himself to us through the Trinity.  The Trinity is made up of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.  They are three separate beings with one purpose. (Isaiah 44:8; 1 John 5:7)

2.  God created the Earth and man.

We believe that God alone created the heavens and the earth and all that is in it or on it, including man.  Man was made in the likeness and the image of God.  We believe that man was created perfect but, due to sin, is now fallen and lost.  (Genesis 1:26; Isaiah 40:28)

3.  The Bible is the infallible Word of God.

We believe that the Old Testament and the New Testament were written under the direction of the Holy Spirit and that together they make up the infallible Word of God.  The Bible remains the absolute authority on all matters both spiritual and physical.  (2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 4:12)
4.  Jesus is the Son of God, born of a virgin.

We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  His life was sinless and perfect and he was born in perfection of the virgin Mary, and of the Holy Spirit.  He is the only Begotten Son, thus the only Savior of the world.  (Luke 1:27; John 3:16)

5.  Jesus died on a cross for the sin of the world.

We believe that Jesus died on a cross willingly for all of humanity.  His blood was shed as atonement for whosoever will.  His death was perfect and absolute and complete for all time. (Romans 5:8; Hebrews 9:12,22)

6.  The blood of Jesus Christ is the sole means of salvation.

We believe that men are redeemed from their sins by the application of the blood to their heart.  That blood was shed at Calvary for all.  There is no other way to make Heaven but through the blood of Jesus Christ and salvation can be achieved through no other mans.  The blood not only redeems but it also justifies, sanctifies, cleanses, heals and gives victory to the believer.  We further believe that the Church should lay hands on their sick and anoint them with oil, praying for them, while believing for their healing.  (Ephesians 1:7; Romans 5:9; 1 Corinthians 6:11; 1 John 1:7; John 3:7; 1 Peter 2:24; James 5:14)
7.  Jesus rose from the grave.

We believe that three days after his crucifixion, Jesus arose from the dead.  His resurrection assures each person that they can live also.  He is still alive today and is sitting at the right hand of the Father as our High Priest.  (1 Corinthians 15:20; Hebrews 4:14, 15)

8.  Water baptism.

We believe that each believer should be baptized in water as a symbol of their burial in Christ.  The mode should be by immersion in water and should be done in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  It is not done for the saving of the soul but is done as a symbol.  (Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 3:21)

9.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that every Christian should seek the baptism of the Holy Ghost.  It is a second work of grace and it is for all that are saved.  This baptism will be accompanied by the initial physical evidence of speaking with other tongues.  The gifts of the Spirit will follow the baptism of the Holy Ghost and these gifts are to be used in the church as the Holy Ghost allows.  (Matthew 3:11; Acts 1:5,8; 2:4; 19:6; 1 Corinthians 12:4-10)

10.  The Church, the body of Christ.

We believe that the church has been given a great commission, which is to win the lost.  The object of the church should be focused on the salvation of men’s souls.  The body of Christ, which consists of all that have been washed in the blood of Jesus, is merely that, the body, while Christ is the head.  Each member of the body should work together in obedience to Christ to help fulfill that great commission.  (Matthew 28:18; Mark 16:15)
11.  The rapture of the Church.

We believe that Jesus Christ will come back again for His church.  We believe that all the sainted dead shall rise followed by all Christians that remain and we shall meet the Lord in the air.  This event will precede the tribulation of this world.  Following seven years of tribulation we will return with Christ and reign in peace with him on this earth for a millennium.  All will culminate with the Great White Throne Judgment and the descending of the New Jerusalem.  (Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17; Luke 21:36; Daniel 9:24; Revelation 19:11; 20:6; 21:2)

